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3rd EAVI International Conference 

 

Citizen participation to public life through the media  

 

The Conference: Introduction and background  

The European Commission has long since promoted media literacy as a way of 
fostering active citizenship and participation in public life. The new European 
Directive on Audiovisual Services, which will come into force next December in all EU 
countries, establishes that EU Member States should promote media literacy amongst 
their populations and control their progress regularly.  

For this reason, the European Commission and EAVI (European Association for Viewers’ 
Interests), together with the Communication and Education Office of the  Universidad 
Autónoma de Barcelona (Spain) and Mentor Association, organize the 3rd EAVI 
International Conference in the Spanish Senate.  

The conference will take place in the context of the upcoming Spanish EU Presidency, 
hence being of particular interest in all of Europe.   

The previous EAVI conference was held in Rome in November 2008, with a wide 
participation of Italian and European institutions. It is necessary to emphasize the high 
impact of this conference, shown, among others, in the launching of an initiative to 
modify the law concerning the promotion of media Literacy. The hosting and 
collaboration of the Spanish Senate in the 3rd Conference ensures both its institutional 
involvement and a considerable impact.  
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Objectives of the Conference   

The general objective of the 3rd Conference is to promote knowledge, debate, 
participation and coordinated action of institutions and people interested in the field 
of active citizenship and media Literacy. The conference will deal with the goals, 
strategies and methods to promote active European citizenship through media 
literacy. 

The following specific objectives are pursued by the EAVI Conference:  

• Promoting an opportunity for networking among different stakeholders of the 
field, both at European and Spanish level.  

• Knowing and debating the various legal and political actions of the European 
Union concerning the promotion of active citizenship and media competences, 
in particular the activities of the European Commission, the European 
Parliament, the Council of Europe and UNESCO.  

• Knowing and analyzing different good practices in Europe and media related 
initiatives from the main international and national institutions. 

• Involving political institutions (Spanish and European) in the promotion of 
active citizenship and media literacy through common strategies and specific 
initiatives.  

• Proposing cooperation channels among regulatory councils and independent 
authorities related to communication, educational institutions, civil society and 
professional bodies, so as to increase the levels of media Literacy among 
European citizens.  

• Designing and launching initiatives on citizen participation through the media 
as well as educational activities in relation to media literacy.  

• Making a balance of the current media literacy situation, at European and 
Spanish level, in relation to active citizenship.   

• Establishing a common agenda to promote active citizenship and media literacy 
concerning the objectives of the European Union in the field.   
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Contents 

The Conference focuses on the main issues below:  

o Debate 1: International Institutions and Media Literacy. European and 
international initiatives concerning the promotion of active citizenship and 
media literacy. Special attention will be paid to the role of UNESCO, the 
European Union, the Council of Europe and civil society. 

o Debate 2: Active Citizenship and the Media. How to increase awareness in 
the political sphere on the need to promote citizen participation to ensure 
a better functioning of democracy and the public interest.  

o Debate 3: Media Education. Analysis of the relationship between media 
literacy and formal and informal education activities, with a special focus 
on educational policies and official curricula.  

o Debate 4: Media and Power. Conflict, tension and problems in the 
relationship between power and the media. The role that active citizenship 
can play in this area.  

o Debate 5: Minors, Youth and the Media. The participation of children and 
youth in the media, the measurements to ensure protection against risk and 
the full use of their possibilities. European and Spanish policies on the area. 

o Debate 6: Media Literacy policies (in relation to the upcoming Spanish EU 
presidency). European policies and their adaptation to the Spanish context. 
The function of regulatory bodies and independent authorities. Legal and 
civic perspectives.  

 



   

Page 4 of 5 
 

Progress of the Conference  

The conference will be developed in modules (debates) of 1 hour and 30 minutes each. 
There will be, per debate, a key speech serving as an introduction, three or more 
panelists and a chair of the session. 

The role of the key speaker is to intervene for a maximum of 20 minutes, presenting a 
brief overview of the issue debated, indicating the current developments in the 
European Union and proposing topics for reflection and discussion.  

The panelists present, during a maximum of 10 minutes, their point of view on the 
issue debated, trying to answer the questions and to comment on the issues suggested 
by the key speaker.   

The chair presents the participants, guides the debate, summarizes and draws 
conclusions.  

The time dedicated to the intervention of the chair, the key speaker and the panelists 
will not exceed 50 minutes. After the mentioned interventions, a debate with the 
audience will be opened for a maximum of 30 minutes. The chair will make sure that 
the audience interventions are ordered and brief, but will boost debate and the 
contrast of perspectives.  

Finally, the chair of the debate will have 5 minutes to present the conclusions of the 
debate.  

The concise sum of each debate’s conclusions will be brought together in the general 
conclusions of the Conference during the closing session.  
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Presentation and publication procedures  

Both the key speakers and the panelists may complement their intervention, if they 
wish so, with an audiovisual presentation on big screen. In order to do so, their 
presentation must be sent through email to the organizers at least 2 days before the 
conference. 

All participants may bring additional texts for their interventions, as well as any other 
necessary documents which, if provided with reasonable notice, will be posted in the 
blog of the conference.   

It is foreseen that the main interventions of the Conference will be published in digital 
and printed formats. In order to do so, the participants will have a month starting 
from the Conference to write their presentations and provide them to the organizers.   

The format of the originals’ delivery will be a text file, with a maximum of 15 pages 
(annexes may be included), footnotes and a bibliography and the end.  References to 
online sources should be included with their corresponding link. The organizers reserve 
the right to reformat and edit the contributions with the aim of homogenizing the 
presentations. 

The participation in the Conference implies the authorization by the participants to 
audiovisual recording and distribution of their interventions, always without 
detrimenting the corresponding intellectual property rights.  

 

Languages of the Conference   

The Conference will be held in English and Spanish (each participant can choose their 
intervention language) with interpretation provided for both.  

 

 
 


